
A Note from our Director, Jennifer Fish

The need for conservation is NOW.  Climate Change is creating larger rain events 
and a warmer conditions, bird and pollinator populations continue to decline 
and the need for clean water is only going to increase with growing populations.  
With our latest strategic plan update for 2020 – 2023 we are committed to:

• Clearly identifying the needs in Franklin County to drive future conservation efforts.
• Facilitating the implementation of one conservation demonstration project a year.
• Expand our support of maintaining existing stormwater infrastructure designed to retain, infiltrate and treat 

stormwater runoff.

In 2019 Franklin Soil and Water continued to champion getting 
conservation the ground with the support of our partners, by 
increasing public awareness, incentivizing conservation practices 
and encouraging local governments to update their regulations 
and procedures to better address stormwater. This includes:

• Incentivizing the installation of stormwater friendly 
practices in residential backyards through the Community 
Backyards Rebate Program.

• Providing cost-share for residential rain gardens.
• Providing unlimited technical assistance to interested 

residents and businesses within partner communities.
• Providing low cost tree seedlings and plant materials.
• Partnering with local nurseries to promote rain gardens 

and native plants
• Establishing a conservation stewardship fund at the Columbus Foundation to support these efforts.
• Commencing a 3 million-dollar restoration project in the Big Darby Watershed
• Installing innovative low-cost stream inserts to improve quality of targeted headwater streams.
• Led the second year of Ohio Stormwater Awareness Week in October.
• Provided extensive professional training to local governments, contractors, consultants, residents and teachers. 
• And partnering with anyone and everyone that we can to raise awareness of the importance of conservation.  

https://www.facebook.com/
franklinsoilandwater

https://twitter.com/franklinswcd

https://www.instagram.com/
franklinsoilandwater/
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Public Information, Education, Outreach and Involvement

17,213 students reached with educational presentation and 
hands-on activities

Provided general assistance to 5,132 landowners, local 
government staff, contractor and developers, watershed groups 
and other nonprofit partners. 

Participated in 45 community events, reaching approximately 
2,278 people with conservation messaging. 

1238 rebates distributed to residents for rain barrels, compost 
bins, native plants, and trees. 

33 trainings provided to 694 local government stormwater 
and education professionals through trainings, webinars, expos, 
conferences and meetings. 

Reimbursed 702 planted Native Trees & Plants through the 
Community Backyard Program. 

Approximately 737,689 residents reached through radio 
program, newspaper articles, advertisements, and social media. 
eached at least 35,000 residents with stormwater and backyard 
conservation messaging through Community Backyards, Get 
Grassy, and PUP advertising

35 people reached through 5 water quality volunteer 
monitoring and training events.

Delivered the following audience specific newsletters

• 9,000 landowners received the Frankly Speaking 
Newsletter

• 4409 residents received our Backyard Conversation 
monthly e-newsletter

• 7,100 educators received the SWIFT teacher resource 
update

• 1,700 developers received the Urban Review newsletter
• 600 partners received Update to Partners
• 54 Community PR professionals received our monthly 

outreach articles to share as needed

Participated in 11 regional programs and shared services:

• Be the Change for Clean Water
• Children’s Water Festival
• Central Ohio Watershed Council
• Central Ohio Urban Forestry Conference
• Environmental Education Council of Ohio
• Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
• Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Districts
• Ohio Stormwater Association
• School Gardens of Ohio
• Terrific Resources for Environmental Education
• Water Management Association of Ohio

2019 REVENUE BY CATEGORY

Local Government 
$1,304,244

Total Revenue: $2,054,682

Federal & State Grants
$12,947

State Match Dollars
$649,373

Other
$88,118

Continued

2019 Education & Outreach Numbers

Total Disbursements: $1,969,869
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2013 Planning for Conservation Cont.

Our goals for conservation are important because the future 
in central Ohio is going to be warmer, wetter, stormier, and 
more populated. Central Ohio is one of the fastest developing 
communities in the nation with a projection to add 1 million 
residents by 2050 (MORPC and Columbus Dispatch (May 24, 
2018)). 

Climate predictions for the future include a continuing increase 
in wetter springs, summer droughts, the pest population, loss 
of species, and more dangerously, hot days. According to the 
Great Lakes Integrated Science and Assessment Center (GLISA) 
we have experienced almost a 100% increase in the number of 
extreme precipitation events since the mid 1950s. In 2018 we 
had a record rainfall of 55.18 inches, just passing the 2011 record 
of 54.96 inches, as recorded at the John Glen International 
Airport. Historically, the average yearly precipitation is 39.13 
inches. Based on GLISA modeling, by 2030 the climate in 
Columbus will be comparable to southern Illinois, and by 2095 to Arkansas. This increase in precipitation and record 
rainfall will continue to challenge our stormwater systems, water quality in our streams as well as threaten property and 
public safety. 

I am so proud of our partners, staff and volunteer board of supervisors for their hard work and passion to accomplish what 
we have.  Even though budget are tight and calendars are full we need to find a way to be even more effective and visible 
with our conservation message and efforts.  Take a deep breath, dig deep and see what we can accomplish for the future 
of Columbus, Franklin County and central Ohio.

Yours in Conservation,

Jennifer Fish, Director

Thank you to all the Partners, Funders, Sponsors and Supporters of  
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District.

There are many ways that residents, businesses and local governments in central Ohio support the mission of our 
District. We want to share their generosity as we all benefit from conserving and protecting our natural resources.

2019 by the numbers:

The entire financial report is available by calling the office at (614) 486-9613.
The table below is a partial list of representative projects and activities of the District.

Conservation Easement Program

33 conservation easements inspected with 757 acres of land protected

Conservation Site Inspections

823 site inspections completed on 65 construction sites

Mapping, Water Quality Monitoring, Field Data Collection

Inventoried 7,411 features including pipes, catch basins, and 
open channels to detect possible pollution sources, assisted 
in municipal and country storm sewer mapping, and pollution 
identification and elimination

7 streams monitored or assessed for stream conditions and 
water quality. 

31 instances of pollutions in waterways were reported to public 
health or local government

Field data collection and mapping for 2019 included: 
• Dry Weather Screening
• MS4 Mapping
• HSTS Mapping
• Waterway Assessment and Mapping
• Dumpster Inventory and Mapping 

Conservation Projects

10,467 native trees and plants sold in the 2019 Spring Tree Sale

29 instances of on-site natural resource or backyard assistance

6 pollution complaints investigated in Franklin County 

Donated over $950 of plant material to 7 local government and 
non-profit groups.

4,054 Water Quality Partnership program brochures mailed. 
56 businesses pledged to adopt clean water practices in 2019 

Assisted 24 residents with rain garden questions, 
implementation, and installations. Provided 1 rain garden         
cost-share to a Franklin County resident

Stream and wetland restoration on 200-acre property, 
Hellbranch Meadows, with an expected completion in 2020. 

• Restored over 2500’ linear feet of main stem Hellbranch 
Run  (Franklin County tributary to Big Darby Creek State 
and National Scenic River) 

• Daylighted and Restored more than a 1000’ of unnamed 
tributary to Hellbranch Run

• Created or Enhanced more than 10 acres of upland and 
floodplain wetlands 

• Planted more than 10,000 native trees, shrubs and 
livestakes 

• Mechanically removed or treated invasive species on 
approximately 130 acres 

• Planted more than 50 acres of native prairie grasses  
pocket parks

Awarded 4 Conservation Mini-grants to local non-profit 
organizations who demonstrate their ability to carry out on-the-
ground conservation projects in Franklin County: 

• City of Gahanna Department of Parks & Recreation: West 
Side Park native habitat installation

• Clinton Township: Native Plantings in two community 
pocket parks

• Ecole Kenwood Parent Teacher Organization:  Dry Stream 
Bed and Mini-Wetland Outdoor Classroom 

• South Eastmoor Civic Association: Park Sign Pollinator Plot

Business Partnerships
218 businesses in Franklin County are Water Quality Partners - www.franklinswcd.org/water-quality-partner-businesses

6 lawn care partners through our Get Grassy program - www.getgrassy.org/program-partners

10 garden center and nursery partners through our Gardening for Clean Water Program- www.centralohioraingardens.org

11 sponsors supported our programs and annual events including our Annual Meeting. 

2019 Funding Partners
27 Local Governments •  Working Agreements •  Grant funding  • State Match 

Planning for Conservation includes actively working on getting 
conservation on the ground in Central Ohio. In 2019 our 
Conservation Stewardship fund with the Columbus Foundation 
became official due to the generous donations we received. 
Conservation Stewardship Funds will directly impact the 
implementation of conservation projects aimed at improving water 
quality for the benefit of wildlife, recreation and drinking water. 
While focused on water quality and rainwater runoff, these projects 
will also benefit wetlands, forestry, carbon offsets, pollinators, native 
plants, and bird populations throughout Central Ohio.

Franklin County Commissioner President, John O’Grady 
proudly displaying his Plant Native Plants t-shirt. 

Conservation Stewardship Fund Donors
Coldwater Consulting LLC, Steward Flaherty, Kurtz Brothers Central Ohio LLC, and James Muller. 
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